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Temple-Entry

The depressed classes are not allowed access to Hindu
temples. They can make offerings but are not allowed to be
present when the priest presents these to the deity. In many a
place a Hari or a Dom would be hunted out of a place of worship
as unceremoniously as a dog. " If anything the dog will get off
more cheaply than the other two, as they are supposed to know
better."1 As a result of the efforts of Mahatma Gandhi, a large
number of temples have, during recent years, been thrown open
to the depressed classes.2 But even now a considerable
number of temples in cities and towns are barred to these peo-
ple. At times they can enter a temple simply because the priest
does not know their caste. In villages there are mostly private
temples and access to these is denied to the depressed classes.
It may be mentioned that according to some of the Hindu
law-givers a Sudra commits a heinous offence if he listens to
Vedic texts. According to Apastamba if a Sudra tries to hear
Vedic texts his ears should be filled with molten tin or lac, and
if he recites the Veda his tongue should be cut off.8

Deep.-rooted prejudices cannot disappear in a day and it
will take a long time before the depressed classes get religious
equality. It has been suggested by some that the problem of
temple-entry is not a very important one, for even if this disabi-
lity is removed, their social position is not likely to improve.
The Hindu temple is, however, not only a religious institution but
a social institution as well. Often there is a school attached to
a temple and the right to enter a temple will make them eligible
for admission to such schools. For these reasons we believe that
the right of temple-entry will remove at least some of their social
disabilities. We cannot, however, expect it to remove all their
disabilities unless we seek to solve their economic problems*

Service by Barbers, Dhobis, etc.

While the Brahmin refuses to minister to their spiritual needs/
the barber may refuse to shave them, the Dhobi to wash their

1  U. N. Mukherji: A Dying Race, pp. 34, 37-8.

2  The famous-Meenakshi Temple at Madura has also been thrown open
to them.

3  op. cit. p. 165.